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of interest would be unobtrusively indicated. From these two novels we may now draw, indeed, a further conclusion: that their object was not only to delineate character, but to give it in such variety as to suggest a picture of society. One of the aims of the novel of character is generally to do this; in this respect it stands apart from most other forms of the novel. Obviously Thackeray was interested in society, and as obviously Emily Bronte was very little interested in it.
The object of the picaresque novel is then to take a central figure through a succession of scenes, introduce a great number of characters, and thus build up a picture of society. There is an almost exact parallel to it in contemporary fiction: the recurring story of the young man who begins in poor circumstances and climbs vertically through all the social classes until he reaches the top. The counterpart of Smollett's travelling hero is Mr Wells's climbing hero. Travel was the chief means of becoming acquainted with the different manifestations of social life in the eighteenth century; success is the chief means to-day* Travel was difficult then; only a minority could